
Tuesday 24 September 2019

Clean Air 
Norwood?



–To raise air quality as a big issue in Norwood
–To understand the risks around poor air quality
–To consider potential solutions
–To agree a way forward:

• Projects
• Campaigns
• Policies – including Norwood Green Town Plan

Objectives



Why?

www.lsx.org.uk

£3.7 billion/Year Healthcare
Air pollution in London costs 

our Healthcare systems as 
much as £3.7billion a year

802 Schools
802 out of 3261 nurseries, schools and 

colleges in London are within 150 
metres of nitrogen dioxide pollution 
levels that exceeds the EU legal limit

9,400 Deaths
Air Pollution contributes to 
9,400 premature deaths in 

London



www.friendsoftheearth.uk/clean-air



Asthma
According to Asthma UK:
–Children and young adults with asthma are more at risk from the 

effects of pollution because they have faster breathing rates and their 
lungs are still developing.

–Children living in areas with high pollution are more likely to have 
reduced lung function as adults.

–Long-term exposure to high concentrations of air pollution may cause 
asthma in children.

Impacts of Air Pollution on Children

www.friendsoftheearth.uk/clean-air



Impacts of Air Pollution on Children: Friends of the Earth

www.friendsoftheearth.uk/clean-air
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www.friendsoftheearth.uk/clean-air



Impacts of Air Pollution on Children: Friends of the Earth

www.friendsoftheearth.uk/clean-air
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Sample Exposure Data µg NO2

Location Number Date On Date Off Time (hr.) mg/m3 * ppb * on tube

Norwood Park, 51°25'29" N 0°5'32"W 1349775 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 30.59 15.97 0.75
Knights Hill, 51.4325321 0.103826 1349776 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 335.92 46.00 24.01 1.12
The Hope +51.430902 -0.102872 1349777 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 52.37 27.34 1.28
Bus Garage (Ernest Anvenue) +51.429731 -0.102872 1349778 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 47.79 24.94 1.17
Gipsy Road (Park Academy) +51.427996 -0.098230 1349779 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 31.90 16.65 0.78
Julians Farm School +51.430619 -0.105287 1349780 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 27.68 14.45 0.68
Julians Farm Road/ Thurleston Road +51.429430 -0.109135 1349781 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 28.91 15.09 0.71
Crown Point +51.422800 -0.105623 1349782 08/05/2019 08/05/2019 337.75 55.12 28.77 1.35
West Dulwich Shops 51.437644 -0.094827 1349783 09/05/2019 22/05/2019 322.32 36.84 19.23 0.86
South Circular/Croxted Road 51.441621 -0.092453 1349784 09/05/2019 22/05/2019 322.20 56.62 29.55 1.33
Norwood Road/Robson Road 51°26'1"N 0°6'14"W 1349785 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 337.75 57.28 29.89 1.41
Landsowne Hill 51°26'6"N 0°6'25"W 1349772 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 29.36 15.32 0.72
Lancaster Ave/Norwood Road 51°26'0"N 0°6'16"W 1349773 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 337.42 68.14 35.56 1.67
Tulse Hill - Avenue Park Road 51°26'20"N 0°6'21"W 1349774 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 63.68 33.23 1.56
Tulse Hill - Perran Road 51°26'26"N 0°6'21"W 1349786 08/05/2019 22/05/2019 336.00 65.40 34.13 1.60

Air Quality Monitoring – May 2019 
The legal level is 40 mg/m3*

*This should be the annual average – our experiment provides a two week snapshot and 
more monitoring is required to be more accurate





LB Lambeth Air Quality Monitoring - 2018



LB Lambeth Air Quality Monitoring - 2018



–Florence Eshalomi, AM, Chair Transport Committee, GLA
–Cllr Jackie Meldrum, Knights Hill Ward, Deputy Cabinet 

Member for Residents Services
–Cllr Pete Elliott, Gipsy Hill Ward, The Green Party
–Thomas Denhof, Chair, Open Orchard

Our Speakers



Florence Eshalomi AM
Chair Transport Committee, GLA



Cllr Jackie Meldrum
Knights Hill Ward, Deputy Cabinet Member for Residents 
Services



Air Quality in West Norwood
Cllr Jackie Meldrum

24/9/19











Online Air Quality Guide

1. How do we assess air quality?
2. Why do we measure air quality?
3. What are the main causes of pollution?
4. What are we doing to improve air quality?
5. What can I do to help improve air quality in my local area?
6. Where can I get more information?

Sign up: love.lambeth.gov.uk/sign-up-for-updates/   
Climate action, cleaner transport and sustainability for Lambeth 
Council. 



Cllr Pete Elliott
Gipsy Hill Ward, The Green Party



Cleaner Streets in 
Lambeth

Cllr Pete Elliott 

24 September 2019
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Current Situation in Lambeth
Monitoring

 Information is sketchy with only 3 Live monitoring stations across the whole of the 
borough:
 Brixton Road

 Bondway Interchange 

 Streatham (Background monitoring only)

 The monitoring stations measure:
 Nitrogen Dioxide

 PM10 particles

 Sulphur Dioxide (Bondway Interchange Only)

 Also 50 diffusion tubes across the borough which have limited value (not live and 
only measure Nitrogen Dioxide)

 Currently no PM2.5 is being monitored in the borough – potentially the most 
dangerous due to its size.







Monitoring in the Future

 In October 2018 air monitors were requested for West Norwood

 The response from Lambeth’s Cabinet Member was that 2 x £5000 monitors 
were being trialled 

 As of last week we were still awaiting results of the trial and approval for use

 Council officers have requested locations for us to select for the new monitors

 Still no dates for roll out but the wards whose request was submitted on time 
should be prioritised. Gipsy Hill was definitely one of those. 

 These monitors will monitor PM2.5 and won’t come too soon as the success of 
any measures the council take, can not be verified.



Air Pollution Reporting

 Kings College’s Air Quality Network website - comprehensive pan-London 
reporting

 Lambeth Council produce an annual report which has limited value due to the 
limited monitoring.

 Annual Report for 2018 is dated July 2019 – but has not been published 
formally to the council.

 No ongoing involvement of the public or opposition councillors

 The action plan is nowhere near bold enough and the report is nowhere near 
critical enough of the limited actions taken.



Key Contributors to Air Pollution
- Developments



Key Contributors to Air Pollution
- Air Traffic



Key Contributors 
to Air Pollution

- Domestic 
burning of coal, 
oil, wood etc. 



Key Contributors to Air Pollution
- Road Traffic



Climate Emergency Declared

 Contributors to Air Pollution are also massive contributors to our 
climate crisis

 Developments

 Air Traffic

 Domestic burning of coal etc.

 Road Traffic

 Tough and bold action on these areas will help us address the climate 
emergency



What next?

 Be bold and get involved with climate and air pollution groups e.g. XR 
and Mums for Lungs

 Lobby your MPs and Councillors to do more especially focusing on the 
areas that I’ve mentioned

 Support the school streets scheme (closing roads down at school start 
and finish times)

 Come along to The Hope in West Norwood on 24 October for a 
discussion on restricting through traffic in the northern part of Gipsy 
Hill Ward



Could West Norwood turn into something 
like De Beauvoir Town, Hackney
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Could West Norwood turn into something 
like De Beauvoir Town, Hackney



Could West Norwood turn into something 
like De Beauvoir Town, Hackney



Thomas Denhof
Chair Open Orchard
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Ways Forward?
Projects
Campaigns
Policy



The Neighbourhood Plan for Norwood
Emerging thinking….

Norwood
Green Town 
Plan



The story so far… for the past two years we have been talking to our neighbours…

https://www.instagram.com/p/BhhxFf3h0SX/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bhhw3hgBPnt/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcU7P13FC-G/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcR0_vUFmhs/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcR01Y3l7KE/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcR0rc-FZNs/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BbboA1YFm-f/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning


We have held a series of workshops and events to discuss what local people 
want…

https://www.instagram.com/p/BhhxFf3h0SX/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcU7P13FC-G/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcR0_vUFmhs/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcR01Y3l7KE/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BcR0rc-FZNs/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/BbboA1YFm-f/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bhhw3hgBPnt/?taken-by=n0rw00d_planning


Our vision

By 2030 
Norwood will be 
London’s 
Greenest Town*

*This will involve a greener physical environment, as well as taking measures to reduce our impacts on the planet and in turn improving 
the overall health, wellbeing, quality of life and prosperity of our community.



The Green Town 
Charter



The Green Town Charter – A Community Action Manifesto

Ten objectives:

1. We want to see zero carbon emissions in all new developments by 
2030 and a place to live, work and enjoy that is resilient to the climate 
emergency that we face.

2. We want significant improvements to air quality across our area, 
tackling high levels of pollution along Norwood Road and other main 
thoroughfares.



The Green Town Charter – A Community Action Manifesto

3. We want Norwood to have buildings and spaces that are well 
designed, with the necessary infrastructure and that are sympathetic 
to the existing character. This should respect existing building heights 
and work with the varied topography and spectacular views that our 
neighbourhood benefits from.

4. We want to ensure that new development provides economic, 
cultural and community facilities, and equal opportunities for all. This 
must go beyond immediate profits and instead be long-term 
investment.



The Green Town Charter – A Community Action Manifesto

5. We want to ensure our local services are able to expand and adapt 
to keep abreast of the demands from the rising local population, and 
there is a focus on the improved health and wellbeing of our population 
along with ensuring everyone can access the education and training 
they need to succeed.  

6. We want a town that is full of art, culture, creativity and sport –
making the most of new opportunities and the existing assets such as 
the South London Theatre, West Norwood Library & Picturehouse, 
West Norwood Health & Leisure Centre, venues, pubs, cafes and 
restaurants, places of worship, and supporting the numerous local 
artists and creatives that are based here.



The Green Town Charter – A Community Action Manifesto

7. We want to make Norwood’s environment greener through 
increased planting, creating new areas and improving access to all our 
green spaces. We want our allotments and own gardens to be greener.

8. We want to support a vibrant and viable local economy with new 
and better spaces for a variety of businesses that are affordable and 
are good neighbours and which create secure good jobs for local 
people. We want a thriving West Norwood town centre and local 
parades with limited vacancies and a range of businesses to support 
our day-to-day needs.



The Green Town Charter – A Community Action Manifesto

9. We want to reduce travel by car and make it easier to walk and 
cycle and use public transport.

10. We want to ensure a supply of local affordable housing and a mix 
of homes to meet the varied demands of local people.



Sign up for updates: admin@norwoodplaning.org
www.norwoodplanning.org

Get 
involved

mailto:admin@norwoodplaning.org
http://www.norwoodplanning.org/
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